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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
SPEAKER EVENT:
Getting To Know Gorillas: The Gentle Giants
A lecture by biologist Ian Redmond OBE, author and conservationist Letitia Farris Toussaint and wildlife photographer Martin Harvey
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Date: Wednesday 2nd December 2009

Venue: The Royal Geographical Society London
Time: Doors open at 6.00pm for a welcome drink prior to a 7.00pm speaker start
Bookings and Information:

www.eventelephant.com/gorillas

On 2nd December 2009 Travel Africa magazine (events) will host a lecture at the prestigious Royal Geographical Society in London to raise awareness of the plight of Gorillas as part of the United Nations Year of the Gorilla 2009 (YoG 2009).

The event has been organised in association with Evans Mitchell Books and will feature author and conservationist Letitia Farris Toussaint, award winning wildlife photographer Martin Harvey and renowned biologist Ian Redmond OBE.
Letitia, Martin and Ian, all experts in their field, will share with you their knowledge, experiences and passion for these amazing creatures together with stunning photography on the large screen by Martin. From insights into their behaviour and what it is like to photograph them to how halting their decline will help with climate change, this lecture promises to be both enlightening and entertaining. 
Letitia says ‘The Royal Geographical Society - what images and emotion that name stirs up. Never would I have imagined entering that venerable institution with the possibility of contributing to raising awareness about something that means so much to me, and to the world. I can only say how honoured I feel, and grateful to Travel Africa magazine for the opportunity to contribute what I can to the cause of the gorillas in such a great venue’

Praveen Moman, co-founder of Volcanoes Safaris, will also speak at the event to highlight the important role eco-tourism plays in supporting gorilla survival. 

£2 from the sale of every ticket will be donated to The Gorilla Organisation (A YoG 2009 partner) for a project that provides fuel efficient stoves around the mountain gorilla’s habitat, helping the health and economic status of families in the area, reducing pressure on the forest and reducing green house gas emissions.
Evans Mitchell Books are also donating money from the sale of every copy of Gorillas: The Gentle Giants by Letitia Farris Toussaint and Martin Harvey to YoG 2009. Copies of the book will be on sale during the evening and there will be the opportunity to get copies signed by Letitia and Martin.
Tickets for the evening are £20 (including a welcome drink) and can be purchased on-line at www.eventelephant.com/gorillas 

In addition to Evans Mitchell Books other companies lending their support to the event are Explore, Wild Frontiers, Volcanoes Safaris and World Primate Safaris.

-ENDS-
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Notes to the Editors
Ian Redmond
Mentored by the late Dian Fossey, Ian Redmond OBE has spent over 30 years working with gorillas. His initial research eventually led to his participation in more than 50 documentary films, whether for the BBC, National Geographic Society or the Discovery Channel – he is the man who actually introduced Sir David Attenborough to the gorillas in 1978 for the famous BBC Life on Earth sequences. Over the past 30 years he has been focussed on conservation, first leading anti-poacher patrols and then establishing the Ape Alliance, which he now chairs. He is also the chief consultant with the UN’s Great Apes Survival Partnership, a programme he helped launch in 2001.
As a speaker, Ian has earned a great reputation for being as entertaining as he is thought provoking.
Martin Harvey

Martin is a BBC award winning South African photographer. He has over 15 years experience photographing wildlife in 45 countries from the Arctic regions of North America to the desserts of Australia. His photographs have been published in books and magazines throughout the world, including publications such as National Geographic, BBC Wildlife, Geo, Natural History and International Wildlife. He is frequently commissioned by the World Wide Fund for Nature to cover conservation projects. He photographs many different subjects from insects to elephants, and of course gorillas.
Letitia Farris-Toussaint

Originally from California, Letitia studied primate behaviour in Paris under pioneering lemur specialist Jean-Jacques Petter. She later turned to conservation and communication, covering projects ranging from managing a campaign in French Guiana for the World Wide Fund for Nature, to organizing events in France for the Dian Fossey Fund (now the Gorilla Organization). She currently devotes her time to writing and working with French organizations to communicate outside France on nature and the environment.
Praveen Moman
Praveen was born and grew up on safari in Uganda. He has a first degree in the Biological Sciences from London University and a Masters from Cambridge University. Before he founded Volcanoes Safaris, he had a career in policy making and politics in the UK and the European Union, including working for Lord Heseltine, the former Deputy Prime Minister.  As co-founder and Managing director of Volcanoes Safaris, the No 1 Gorilla Safari Company, he now divides his time between London and Africa focusing on great ape eco-tourism. Praveen’s responsibilities include designing and building Volcanoes eco-lodges, training and empowerment of staff and developing the company’s Eco-tourism Partnership programs. Praveen regularly lectures in the USA and Europe on the unique great ape eco-tourism model that Volcanoes has created and acts as a consultant to governments and non-profit organizations.


The Year of the Gorilla 2009
The UN have designated 2009 the Year of the Gorilla as a celebration of one of our closest relatives and an appeal to everyone to join the efforts to halt their decline. Gorillas are seriously threatened by hunting, habitat loss and other manmade threats. Therefore, the Year of the Gorilla will aim, using this magnificent species as a flagship, to conserve not only the gorilla, but also its habitat. Gorillas play a crucial role in maintaining the tropical rainforests in Africa, which are one of the key pillars keeping the world’s climate in balance. The Year of the Gorilla will promote educational initiatives and schemes to involve local communities and improve their livelihoods. There will be a strong emphasis on promoting responsible ecotourism, which is already a major source of income in Central African countries. The biologist and conservationist Ian Redmond OBE is the Ambassador for the Year of the Gorilla.

For more information you can visit www.yog2009.org
Travel Africa Magazine (www.travelafricamag.com)


TRAVEL AFRICA magazine inspires people to explore the world's most  
exciting continent. Whether interested in Africa or thinking of  
visiting it, readers love Travel Africa. Each quarterly edition  
explores the continent's diverse attractions, wildlife and culture,  
with quality writing supported by world-class photography.

A UK based magazine with worldwide readership of over 20,000 and  
influencing £33 million worth of African travel each year.

Travel Africa magazine (events) is a new division that aims to bring  
Africa alive to audiences throughout the UK.  A series of special  
speaker events enables everyone to share the passion for all things  
African.
Evans Mitchell Books (www.embooks.co.uk )
Evans Mitchell Books (EMB) is a leading independent book publisher specialising in high quality photographic, natural history books.


All of the books are superbly illustrated in full colour throughout and are produced to the highest quality.  EMB work with renowned photographers and editors from around the world, providing them with the opportunity to fully explore the potential of their subject.


From the amazing animals illustrated in the Wildlife Monographs series to the iconic Terry O’Neill images of Sinatra and Elton John, each book tells a story.

Wild Frontiers (www.wildfrontiers.com)

Wild Frontiers has been operating safaris since 1991, and both the  
owners and staff have a wealth of first-hand knowledge of travelling  
and working in Africa.

 From Uganda through to Rwanda, Kenya, Tanzania, to the west of Gabon,  
Sao Tome and Congo, as well as Zambia, Zimbabwe, Namibia, Botswana and  
South Africa - a broad range of products from luxury lodges to  
camping, gorillas, diving, climbing, bird watching, adventure  
activities and special interest safaris are available.  Tailor-made  
FIT, groups, escorted safaris, incentives and conferences as well as  
set departure dates are available.


Volcanoes Safaris (www.valcanoessafaris.com)

Volcanoes Safaris is a unique great ape ecotourism business  
specializing in mountain gorilla safaris to Africa, specifically  
Uganda and Rwanda. No other company in the world has invested so  
heavily in the area around the mountain gorilla parks in these two  
countries. Volcanoes Safaris was founded in 1997 and has taken over  
6000 clients on gorilla safaris, currently employing over 100 people  
globally.

One of 'the best adventure travel companies on earth' National  
Geographic ADVENTURE 2009


Explore! (www.explore.co.uk)

Explore offer adventurous, small group and tailor-made holidays in  
more than 120 countries. Adventure Travel means travelling mostly off  
the beaten track. Their adventure travel itineraries aim to get you away  
from the usual tourist trails as much as possible, and allow you to  
get under the skin of the country or area in which you are travelling.  
Using locally owned accommodation and a variety of local transport  
types to help get a real feel for a place and its people, customs and  
culture. Providing a wealth of adventure travel expertise, and a  
passion for adventure travel which is stronger than ever after 28  
years of operating tours.
World Primate Safaris (www.worldprimatesafaris.com)
World Primate Safaris are specialists in wildlife holidays and gorilla safaris and honeymoons. World Primate Safaris offers safaris to track mountain gorillas, western lowland gorillas, chimpanzees, orang-utans, lemurs and a variety of other wildlife including the migration in Tanzania. Gorilla safaris in Uganda and Rwanda, orang-utan tours in Borneo and Sumatra, migration safaris and chimpanzee safaris in Tanzania and Madagascar wildlife trips can all be combined with the cultural and wildlife highlights of each destination.  

World Primate Safaris caters where possible for the adventure to luxury traveller with a selection of mobile camps, luxury lodges and small group or private tailor made wildlife safaris. 

World Primate Safaris donates a percentage of each safari sold towards the conservation of endangered primates throughout the world. 

